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THE OAS VOTE: PROOF OF WHAT? 


Yy WEN President John Kennedy announced 
* United States blockade of Cuba and threat- 
ened military reprisals if Russian missiles were not 
removed from the island, the Organization of Amer- 
ican States, in an unprecedented move, voted un- 
animously in support of the unilateral move. 

Since that history-making move by the Organiza- 
tion of American States, many have said that this 
was proof of the growing popularity of President 
Kennedy in Latin America, and some even went so 
far as to say that the Alliance for Progress already 
was beginning to pay dividends. 

Any one, of course, is entitled to his own inter- 
pretation, but the important questionjs whether the 
nterpretation actually meets all the facts. Did the 
>AS vote represent approval of the United States 
nd President Kennedy, or was it rather a statement 
on the part of the Latin American nations that they 
elt action was needed? 

Starting with the ill-fated Bay of Pigs invasion, • 
he United States has been on the receiving end of 
nc barb after another hurled from the vitriolic 
jngue of meglomaniac Fidel Castro. Pictures were 
listributed showing Castro with his fist clenched, 
Jaring the U. S. to move against Cuba. 

At all times he used the threat of Russia in his 
war of words against the U. S. Many reports came 
out of Cuba of Russian “technicians” being sent to 
the island by the thousands, of massive missile sites 
being constructed — and through it all the United 
States was silent. 

The United States did maintain a diplomatic tug- 
of-war over the various issues, but when it came 
to taking a firm stand, Washington was silent. Then 
came the sudden, unexpected announcement from 
the White House: a sea and air blockade was being 
ordered, Russian ships would be boarded and 
searched, Russian missies had to be returned to 
Russia or the United States was prepared to physical- 
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•* destroy them. 

This was action. This was telling the Russians 
ut the United States was ready for war if neces- 
try, but the missies and the missle bases had to 
). Thus in the final analysis, the Latins were say- 
g: Mr. Kennedy, call the bluff of the Russians 
d, for what it may be worth, we will support you. 
The story would have a happy ending if, along 
th the removal of the missies, the bearded one 
d been removed also. In this respect, the Russians 
II hold the upper hand because they still have a 
ommunist-dominated government within the con- 
nes of the Western Hemisphere. 
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